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T R U T H. 
Moſt Noble Patroniſs $, 


famed inthe World, 
and courted by Mul- 

SEED titades, but few are 
happy i in your Enjoyment. The 
greateſt part of your (Jender Re- 
tinue are ſuch Rebels ro your 
A2 Favours, 


— — — 


ſon, and almoſt at the fame In- 


Dldichrbn 
Favours, that they make a Proſti- 
tare of Ie and ſhoald We 688 
dit their various Reports, thete 
is not ſo inconſiſtent, a thing in 
the Univerſe ; You are not only 
diverſe in different Parts of the 
World, in England a. Chriſtian, 
at Conſtantinopte a Mahometan, 
Sc. but in the ſame Country, 
nay in the ſame individual Per- 


"1 


ſtant, a Contradiction to your- 
ſelf. In ſhort, many are temp- 
ted to doubt whether you have 
an Exiſtence, bur this I would 
not indulge myſelf to queſtion ; 
ſince by annihilating You, I de- 
ſpoil myſelf of an Object which 
attords me ever new Delight. 
'Tis a great Misfortune that you, 
who are a Bleſling to all that 

know 


| Dechemion 

ow yu, fond be ſo little 
honoured, and unwotthil/ con- 
vetfed wich, by Mankind; but 
Tou live a ry Life, and ate 
{5 hatd of Acceſs, that the ge- 
nerality of them deſpair | ap- 
ptoaching you with Sticceſs; and 
the Few who penetrate your Re- 
tirements monopolize you, and 
parcel out your Favouts with fo 


ſparing an Hand, and too often 


in ſuch an Hieroglyphick and 
Metamorphosd Dreſs that you 


{till remain” in ambiguous Ob- 


ſcurity. Jour Retailers too fre- 


quently impoſe you on the Ig- 
norant, under the Model which 
beſt ſuits their Profit or Pleaſure i 
and the greedy and unthinking 
Multitude (to the great Injury 
of You and themſelves) receive 

Error 


. Dedication: 
Error in your ſtead, The Ins 


habitants of this lower World 
love you fo little, and themſelyes 
ſo much, that I fear your ge- 
nuine Splendor will always be 
tranſmitted to us through the 
falſe Mediums of Intereſt and 
Paſſion. Theſe Male: practices, 
Heaven be praiſed ! are not uni- 
yerſal. There are ſome, who 
inſpired by a laudable Zeal for 
your Service, and Love to their 
Fellow-Crearures, exert their ut- 
moſt to diſplay your Glories to 
publick Advantage. Amongſt 
the meaneſt of theſe generous 
Benefactors, Your Votary hum- 
þly endeayours to contribute to- 
wards your Diſcovery. I am 
perſuaded your Sanction hath 


erroneouſly been ſtamp' 5 on the 
octrinè 


Dedication: 
Doctrine of Free-Will, to the 
manifeſt Abuſe of your Sacred 
Dignity, as I ſhall attempt to 
prove 3 and remain, 


Moſt Noble Patroneſs, 
Tour Devoted Mor ſhipper, 


and Advocate. 
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DISSERTATION 
ON 
_ and Neceſſity. 


0 T ſeems ſtrange, that this 
Subject, which hath been 
ſo long and learnedly con- 
troverted, ſhould have re- 

"JJ ccivd no Demonſtration, 
convincing enough to gain univerſal Af- 


ſent to either ſide of the Queſtion, Is Mar: 


an Agent, or Patient? | apprchend the 


principal Reaſon to be, That 'tis a Point of 
ſuch a nature, as no one who docs not en- 
ter the Liſts and examine for himſelf, can 

B con- 


LIBERTY And NECESSITY. 
conſiſtently determine, and few have ſo 
ardent a Thirſt after Truth, as to force 
their way through the Thorns which ſur- 
roundit, The Multitude ſit down, con- 
tent with an implicit Faith, in what thoſe 
they chuſe for Preceptors teach them ; 
but ſurely the Deity hath not inveſted us 
with the Faculty of Reaſoning to lie dor- 
mant, but that it might be exerciſed in 
the Scarch after Truth ; and I believe it 
more laudable to fail in that Purſuit, than 


flaviſhly to acquieſce in the uncxamin'd 
Opinions of others, 


That no Ambiguity may ariſe in the 
following Diſſertation, I ſhall, as I proceed, 
define all the Terms uſed in it; and tho' 
by my Prolixity in ſome, Particulars, I in- 
cur the Cenſure of learned Metaphyſi- 
cians, I beg their Excule, ſince. my Inten- 
tion thereby is to render my Arguments 


as intelligible as may be, to thoſe who 


would not readily diſcern the Truth of 
more conciſe and abſtracted Reaſoning. 


I ſhall attempt to ſolve the Point of 
Free Will, by tracing the Progreſs of the 


- Soul 
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Soul through all its Operations which we 


are conſcious of, and examining in each 
whether tis Active or Paſſive. 


The Soul is ſo conſtituted, as to be af- 
fected by Material Objects. 


That the Joul is ated upon by Matter 
1s paſt doubt, tho' we know not the pre- 
ciſe manner of the Operation ; which is 
not at all to be wonder'd at, ſince we arc 
Strangers to manyi Qualities of Matter, 
and wholly in the dark as to the Subſtance 
of the Soul: Our moſt abſtracted Con- 
ceptions can't furniſh us with an Aſſirma- 
tive Idea of Subſtance Immaterzial; but 
our Inability to account for Multitudes of , 
Effects from the known Qualitics of Mat- 
ter, is, I think, the ſole Reaſon we im- 
pute them to any thing elſe, 


To the Conſciouſneſs of the Soul that $en/ation. 


it is ated upon by Matter, we give the 
Name Jenſatzon. 


The Soul is apparently Pave in Sen. Th: Soul i, 


ſation, which is the immediate reſult of 2 
B 2 an 


* 


Reflection. 


Soul Paſſive 


1 may be proved from its being the imme- 
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an Object's affecting the Soul, which Af. 
fection in any inſtant of time is as inevita- 
bly determined in regard to its manner, 
as the Modes of Matter: to deny this 
were to aſſert, that two Particles of Mat- 
ter might be in the ſame Place at the 
ſame time. 


The Soul is endued with a Faculty of 
reviewing the various Senſations and I- 
deas which it hath experienced, or at leaſt 
ſo many of them as are ſtored in its Re- 
poſitory the Memory, whether they con- 
cern Material Objects, or the Operations 
of the Soul. This Faculty, when reduced 
into Act, we call e 


That the Soul is Paſſive in RefletFion 


diate Conſequence of paſt Senſations af- 
fecting the Soul, whoſe inſtantancoug 
Modes are likewiſe determined in the 
Soul's recognizing them, as they were at 
their firſt Entrance into jt. Reflection is 
in reality no other than Conſtionſneſs ; 
which, when tis exerciſed about Materia} 
Objects, is termed Senſation ; and when 
on 


LIS ERTY and NECESSITY. 

on {deas, Reflection. If this Proof that 
the Soul is Paſſive in Reflection were de- 
fective, an Appeal to each Individual's Ex- 

erience will be a Demonſtration to him. 
Boes any one voluntarily recall into his 
mind Ideas that deſtroy his Quiet? Do 
they not forcibly obtrude on him? Or can 
he at pleaſure exchange a Train of diſtract- 
ing Thoughts, for a Succeſſion of ſuch 
as will afford him Delight. If not, adieu 
Freedom of Reflection 


as,” 


We cannot adequately explain how I- Memory. 
deas of Senſation and Reflection are re- 
tained in the Soul, nor does it affect the 
Point in diſpute, ſeeing that in the reten- 
tive Faculty, which is called Memory, 
the. Soul is univerſally allow'd to be 


Paſſh ve. 


The Soul being by means of Senſatian 
and Reflection furniſh'd with the Mate- 
rials, about which its other ee of 
Reaſoning, and Fudging, arc exercis d, 


By Reaſoning, the Ideas of which the gearing 
Memory is poſſeſs d, or which at that ju Judg- 


time 
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time occupy the Soul, are aſſembled into 
Intellectual Images or Propoſitions, on 
which the Judgment is exercis d in diſeri- 
minating the ſimilar and unlike Parts of 
them, from thence drawing Conſequen- 
ces and determining the Propriety or Un- 
fitneſs, Truth or Falſhood of any Propoſi- 
tion or Action then in view. 


$0u1Pafrve That the Soul is Paſſive in Reaſoning and 

Ap. Judging, appears from the Conſideration, 

Fudging. that in their reſpective Functions of com- 

piling Propoſitions, and determining the 

Relations which their conſtituent Parts 

bear to each other, the paſt Senſations 

and Reflections ( A have been de- 
monſtrated neceſſary) are their Standard: 

The Judgment only aſſents that this is like 

or unlike that, which Aſſent the Soul 

can't force, in contradiction to the Appea- 

rance of the Propoſition. The Soul in 

contemplating the Truth of any Propoſi- 

tion, can only have in view the ſeveral 

Modes under which the Parts of it have 

been at ſome time united or ſever'd in the 
Mind. Theſe Ideas are the Maxims from 

whence our Reaſonings arc deduced, and 

if 


V ; TT 
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if they make falſe Appearances in the 


Soul, we can at beſt but reaſon right 


from wrong Principles, and our Conclu- 
ſions are conſequently erroneous. The 
Soul can no more ſet right its own Miſ- 
apprehenſions of things in any one Inſtant, 
than it can frame an Idea of the particular 
Senſation that would ariſe from a ſixth 


Senſe to be ſuperadded to the Body; and 


the reaſon in both caſes is the ſame, it is 
poſleſs'd of nothing from whence it can 
have aid. The Soul does indced fre- 
quently contradi the credit of the Sen- 
ſes as to the Appearances of Material Ob- 
jects in reſpect of their Figure, Sight, Co- 
lour, ec. but even in that Contradiction 
it judges of the Truth or Falſhood of the 
Repreſentation, from the Appearance 
that Object then makes in the Soul, com- 
pared with thoſe it formerly made, or 
from ſome Ideas lodged in the Soul, of 
the nature of that Object, when the Or- 
gans of Senſe were (or are ſuppoſed to 
have been) more perfect. This is exactly 
the caſe with the Soul. Its Judgment con- 
cerning the Truth of any Propoſition, is 
determined from a compariſon of the At- 

ſemblage 


x? 


Ob jection. 
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ſemblage of Ideas that conſtitute it, each 


with the other, and referring them to 


ſome eſtabliſh'd Standard in the Mind, 


from whence they receive the Sanction of 


True, or are exploded as Erroncous. 


Though the Contenders for Liberty in 
Man, won't ſcruple to admit that the Laff 
Judgment of the Underſtanding is Neceſſa- 
ry, I thought proper to premiſe, and de- 
lincatc, the Proceſs of Ideas, to the laſt 
Judgment, ſince it greatly enlightens the 
ſubſequent part of the Argument. 


The Aſſertors of Free Mill ſay, that 
tho the Laſt Judgment of the Underſtand. 
ing be neceſſitated, yet there is a Freedom 
of Action; and thus the late Reverend 
and Learned Dr. Clarke, a potent Cham- 
pion in the Cauſe, explains, and endea- 
vours to prove it. 


« Judging (ſays the Doctor) is one 
« thing, and Acting is another. They 
« depend upon Principles totally different 
« from each other, and which have no 
more Connection than Activeneſs and 

I « Paſliyc- 


4c 


« 


cc 
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* Paffiveneſs. Neither God nor Man 
* can avoid ſeeing that to be true, which 


they ſee is true ; or judging that to 
be fit and reaſonable, which they ſee is 
fit and reaſonable. But in all this 


& there is no Action, any more than 


cc 


00 
<< 
cc 


ee 


God's being omnipreſent (which de- 


„ pends not on his Will) can be ſaid to 


be a Divine Act. The Phyſical Power 
of Acting, which both in God and 
Man is the Eſſence of Liberty, conti- 
nues exactly the ſame after the laſt 
Judgment of the Underſtanding as be- 
fore, For example, it appears from 
ſeveral Promiſes (ſuppoſe) that 'tis at 
this Inſtant, the laſt Judgment of the 
Divine Underſtanding, that tis not rea- 
ſonable the World ſhould be deſtroy'd 
this Day. Does it follow from thence, 


« that God's Phyſical Power of deſtroying 


40 


it is not exactly the ſame this Day, as it 
will be at any time hereafter? The 
Sum is this: There is no Connection 
between Approbation and Action; be- 
tween what is' Paſſive, and what is 
Active. The Spring of Action is not 
the Underſtanding ; for a Being inca- 

C pable 
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pable of Action, might nevertheleſs be 
capable of Perception: But the Spring 


of Action is the Self. Motive Power- 


cc 


which is (in all Animals) Spontaneity, 
and (in rational ones) what we call 
Liberty. All Error in this Matter has 
(I think) ariſen from Men's uſing the 
word Will in a confus'd Senſe, to ex- 
preſs (indiſtinctly) partly what is Paſ- 
ſive, and partly what is Active. If the 
Final Perception of the Underſtanding, 
and the Opcration, or Excrtion of the 
Active Faculty, or Self. Motive Power, 
were connected by a true Phyſical Ne- 
ceſſity, there would remain no diffe- 
rence between Action and Paſſion; 
but this only, that what we now call 
an Agent, would crroncouſly imagine 
itſelf to be an Agent, when in reality 
it was mecrly Paſſive. Nay. indeed 
there would be no ſuch thing as an A- 
gent or Action in the Univerſe, Nei- 


ther Man, nor Angel, nor even God 


himſelf, would act in any other Senſe 
than a Ballance determined on one ſide 
by an Overplus of Weight ; ſuppoſing 
it indued with Perception or Under- 


ſtanding.“ The 
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The foregoing Sentiments collected 
from Dr. Clarke, are, if I miſtake not, 
the Fundamentals from whence all his 
Reaſoning againſt the Neceſſity of Human 
Actions are deduced, which (with the ut- 
moſt Deference to the Authority of that 
Great Man) 1 think will be obviated by 
the following Conſiderations. 


Juadging, and Action, are without doubt xp. 


as different as Action and Paſſion. But 
I conceive the Doctor here begs the 
Queſtion, by aſſerting a Self- Motive Power 
in the Soul without proving it, and then 
reaſoning from it as granted him. He ſup- 
poſes a Self- Moving Faculty, which is the 
Point in diſpute, and then argues that tis 
not Paſſive. If what we call Action 
were in truth Action, the very Term is an 
Excluſion of Necef/ity ; but it behoved 
the Doctor, before he introduced an Idea, 
which, when applied to Man, has no 
Foundation, to have proved that Man 1s 
not perpetually cted on; for what we 
term Action in the Soul, is no more Ac- 
tion in the ſtrict Senſe of the Word, than 

oo 2 


11 


12 


6e:ondly. 
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2 Body in Motion can juſtly be ſaid to 


Move, (as ſhall be demonſtrated anon.) 
From whence I think it undeniably fol- 
lows, that Judgment and Action (ſuch as 
we are capable of) cannot juſtly be infer d 
to depend on Principles totally different 
from cach other, as Activeneſs and Paſ- 


ſrueneſs are. 


Tho' the final Perception of the Under- 
ſtanding in Man, and what the Doctor 
calls his Self moving Faculty, were Phy- 
ſically connected, yet there would be 
Attion (ſtrictly ſo call'd) in the Uni- 
verſe. To deny the Firſt Cauſe to be an 
Agent is a Contradiction in Terms. Our 
Knowledge is too imperfect to account 
for the Manner in which the Deity acts; 
but ſurcly it is no juſt Conſequence, that 
becauſe our Actions are determined by the 
Laſt Judgment of the Underſtanding, and 
therefore neceſſary, that his ate ſo too; 
That were to prove things we are in the 
dark about, by other things till farther 
removed from our Comprehenſion, = 
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13 


I ſhall now endecyons to demonſtrate, Aion ne- 


that the Action of the Soul is a neceſſarily 
determin'd, and immediate Conſequence, 
of the Laſt Judgment of the Undex- 
nd, | 


We are unacquainted with the Nature 
of the Subſtance of the Soul, but are 
conſcious of its Affections and Opera- 
tions; and therefore in our explaining 
them in order to make our Sentiments 
intelligible to others, we are reduced to 
the Neceſlity of drawing Parallels from 
Matter; but in this Particular, exact Care 
muſt be taken to make them adequate, 
for omiſſion whereof, this Argument 
hath been placed in variety of falſe Lights. 
] will therefore, with the utmoſt Perſpi- 
cuity I can, ſtate my Hypotheſes, and then 
proye it, 


The Soul is Acted upon by Ideas, as 
Matter is by Matter. As the different 
Application of one Part of Matter to an- 
other determines its various Modes, ſo 
| the 


ce ary. 


Hypothe/az. 
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Hyp wm 
proved 


Firſt. 


Secondly. 


Thirdly. 
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the Perception of Ideas determines and 
- Actuates the Soul. 


That this Hypotheſes Ss is true, 1 chus 
prove, 


Matter is capable of receiving FL 
Modes, ſo is the Soul various Affections. 


A Particle of Matter, tho it admits of 
various Modes, is identically the ſame 
Subſtance ; ſo is the Soul, notwithſtand- 
ing its receiving variety of Affections. 


i4 


Matter would remain in onc deter- 
min'd Mode, if no other Part of Matter 
were applied to alter it; fo would the 
Soul be perpetually - employ'd by one 
Afﬀettion, unleſs ſome intervening Idea 
diverted its Operation. If this be denied 
by the bare Aſſertion, that it has a Cel f. 
motive Faculty of determining its own 
Operations, that proves nothing. We 
ſhould juſtly ridicule a Man who aſſerted 
that a Machine in Motion was an Agent, 
tho he ſaw not the Weight or Spring that 


occaſion'd it to move, or were ignorant 
| in 
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in the Laws of Gravitation or Attraction: 
And we may with equal Propriety pro- 
nounce him abſurd, who not truly con- 
templating the Cauſes that communicate 
Motion to the Soul, or becauſe he is not 


able to delineate the preciſe manner of 


that Communication, ſhould therefore 
aſſert the Soul to be Self: motive, which 
he is ſtill leſs able to account for and re- 
concile to Reaſon. 


The Application of Matter to Matter is Fourthly. 


ſo far the Cauſe of its changing its Priſtine 
Mode, as without it 'twould not have 
received a new one: ſo the Applica- 
tion of an Idea to the Soul is the Cauſe of 
its receiving a particular Affection which 
otherwiſe *twould' not have been con- 
ſcious of, When any Perſon can explain 
to me how Material Objects operate on 
the Soul, I then undertake to give a pre- 
ciſe Deſcription how Ideas exert the Soul 
to Action: I have as clear an Idea of the 
one as the other, am equally conſcious 
that my Soul is Acted upon by Ideas, as 
that my Body is Actuated by my Soul. 


It 


N 


46 


Conſequence which unavoidably follows, 
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If theſe Premiſes be admitted true, the 


is, that the Soul is Acted by the Laſt 


Judgment of the 3 


But ſhould my Hypotheſis be Etto- 
neous (which I can't fee) I thus demon- 
ſtrate that the Soul Acts neceſſarily, | 


Soul proved It is admitted by my Opponents that 


to att ne- 


ceſſarihj. 


Firſt 


Secondly, 


the Soul is Paſſive until and in its Laſt 
Judgment. And if ſo, when the Soul 
has determin'd the Truth of any Propoſi- 
tion, or the Fitneſs of any Action, it is 
then going to enter upon; 


The Action either inſtantaneouſly fol- 
lows that Laff Fudg ment of the Under» 
ſtanding. Or, | 


There is a Suſpenſion of Thought for 


ſome time, and then the Soul is exerted 


to Action, in Correſpondence with the 
Laſt Judgment of the ne. 
Or, 


The 
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The Soul acts independent of, and Thirdy: 
unaffected by any Prior Judgment of the 
Underſtanding. 


One of theſe three muſt be the Caſc, 
and in each of them the Action is Ne- 


ceſſary. 


If, as by the Firſt Suppoſition, the Ac- Firſt Sup- 
tion inftantancouſly follows the Laſt eos. 
Judgment, that Action is as evidently 
the Conſequence of the Laſt Judgment, 
as the Perception of an Object is the un- 
avoidable. Reſult of the Object's affecting 
the Soul, which is acknowledg'd Ne- 


ceſſary. 


If the Second Suppoſition be true, the Serondswy- 
Action is without doubt the Conſequence??”®" 
of the Laſt Judgment of the Soul before 
that Suſpenſion of Thought ; or a New 
Judgment formd on the Old Premiſes, 
which muſt ſtill be allow'd the Laſt Judg- 
ment of the Underſtanding. 


D If 


m - 
_ ” _ — Ro — — 
— — 


— —— 1 m _= 


Third Sup- If the Soul atts independent of any 
Pm: Prior Judgment of the Underſtanding, 
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its Action is Involuntary (having no- 
thing to determine it) and conſequently 
Neceſſary. This Suppoſition admits the 
Soul to be Conſcious, tis beginning an 
Action, without any conſideration. to 
determine it to any particular Manner of 
Acting, or any reaſon why it ſhould do, 
rather than abſtain from ir. This is ad- 
mitting Neceſſity in its utmoſt Latitude. 
In order to evade this Dilemma it hath 
been ſaid by ſome, that the Laſt Fude- 
ment of the Underſtanding is not the 
Efficient Cauſe of the Soul's Acting, but 
is admitted to be Cauſa ſme qua non, 
which is enough to maintain my Argu- 
ment that the Soul is neceſſitated to every 


particular Action, as in my Hypotheſis is 
ſtated and proved. 


I will put an Inſtance of Action in the 


moſt favourable light I can for Liberty in 
Man. | 
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A Perſon judges it beſt for him to Wall, 
and in order to prove that he has a Liberty 
of Acting in direct Oppoſition to that | 
Laſt Judgment, he ſits til. Tis plain | 
the Perſon is Neceſſitated ſo to do from 
the influencing Pleaſure he receives from 
that Ac, which compels him to abſtain 
from'what he before thought reaſonable z 
which Preference is in reality the Laſt 

Judgment of the Soul, and is neceſſary, 

in regard it was occaſioned by ſome inter- 

vening Idea, which neceſſarily, preſented 
itſelf to his View. 
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Tis thought by the Aſſertors of Free 
Jill a debaſing the Soul to make it 
Paſſive. It is (ſay they) levelling it 

with a Ballance endued with Perception, 
without a Power of beginning Motion. 
To this I anſwer : The Soul of Man, tho 
it be Neceſſitated to Action by the Laſt 
Judgment of the Underſtanding, yet is 
vaſtly ſuperior in degree to that of other 
Animals, likewiſe endued with Percep- 
tion and other Faculties, Its Prehemi— 
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nence eonſiſts, in that tis Acted upon in 


a more Diverſiſied Manner than theirs, its 
Faculties are more extenſive ; and in this 
alone (I conceive) conſiſts the Eſſential 
D:/tintion between the Soul of Man, 
and that of the Brute, at leaſt in this Ter- 
reſtrial State, Beſides,, wherein lies the 
Difference with regard to me? or whe- 
ther is the more eligible Condition of 
Humanity, In the one Caſe the Almighty 
is pleas d to allot me a Determined Share 
of each; and in the other I am indued 
with a Power of procuring the one, or 
pulling down the other, on my own 
Head ? 


The Doctrine of Free Will is ſtrenu- 
ouſly aſſerted by Divines, in order to ac- 


vines, 70 Count for the Origin of Evil; but I con- 


account for 


the Origin ceive 'tis far from anſwering that end, as 


of Evil. 


Firſt. 


will appear from the following Gonſide- 
rations. 


It a Being Omnipotent and Omni- 
ſcient permits an Action, from which he 
could have reſtraia'd, (that being implied 
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in his Attribute of Omnipotence) he, by 
the Negation of that reſtrictive Power, is 
the Cauſe of the Action. The Pre- 
ſcience of the Deity penctratcd at One 
View through all Futurity, and inſtanta- 
neouſly determined the Propriety of the 
whole Syſtem of Created Beings. His 
Works, in regard to him, don't attain 
Perfection from a Succeſſion of Times 
and Cauſes, but may be ſaid to be com- 
pleated in the very Act of Volition. 
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When all Beings, animate and inani- Second. 


mate, procceded from the Firſt Cauſe, 
they were indued with every Qualifica- 
tion neceſlary to fulfil the reſpeive ends 
for which they were created, If this 
were not true, 'twould be an Argument 
of Imperfection in the Deity, which is a 
Contradiction to ſuppoſe. 


As every Being was furniſh'd by the 4, 


Deity with every thing neceſſary for an- 
ſwering the end of its Creation, tis erro- 
neous to ſuppoſe it ſhould not fulfil that 
end the Almighty intended it for; and 


that 
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that by ſuch Steps and Means as were pre: 


ordain'd for its Progreſs by the Great Or- 


derer of all things. To admit that any 
Created Being can Af in a Manner con- 
trary to what it does, or fulfil any other 
end, is, I apprehend, tantamount to al- 
lowing it to be independent of the Deity, 
and conſequently to have it in its Election 
and Power to thwart the Shemes of the 
great Author and Superintendant of all 
things, and thereby to bring Good and 
Evil on itſelf, and the reſt of the Crea- 
tion. 


The Doctrine of the Neceſſity of 


| Human Actions is unattended with 


all the Abſurdities that of Free Mill la- 
bours under, ſince it is intended to 
prove no more than what every unpre- 
judiced Man without Argument will 
aſſent to. That cach Being Acts the 
Part which his Creator brought him on 
the Stage to perform. What Contra- 
diction more irreconcileable, than that 
any thing ſhould reſiſt his Will, for 
whoſe Good Pleaſure, and by whoſe 

| Power 
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Power alone twas Created, and in 
whom All things Live, Move, and have 
their Being, and who is well pleas d 
with the Works of his Hands. 
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